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Introduction

In today’s ever-evolving technological landscape, protecting
systems and data from potential security threats and compliance
risks is critical. The Microsoft Endpoint Configuration Manager
(MECM) is a powerful tool for managing systems and ensuring
organizational compliance. This white paper explores
organizational challenges in maintaining system security and
compliance and how MECM can help address them.
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Device and system vulnerabilities

Ensuring the security of their systems and data is among the
biggest challenges organizations face. Cyberattacks, including
ransomware and malware, are becoming increasingly
sophisticated and can cause significant damage to an
organization’s reputation and bottom line. Ensuring compliance
with industry standards and guidelines is also crucial, as failure can
lead to legal action, fines, and a loss of customer trust. However,
meeting these standards and warding off potential attacks can be
complex, tedious, and time-consuming. The task is best managed
with ready-to-deploy toolkits, such as the Microsoft Endpoint
Configuration Manager, that address these complexities efficiently
and effectively.

Comprehensive endpoint protection

By leveraging the robust features of the MECM, Zensar
strengthens systems and effectively protects clients’ valuable data
from evolving cyber threats. MECM's comprehensive endpoint
orotection capabilities, efficient patch management, and firewall
configuration enable proactive safeguarding of our clients’
systems and data against unauthorized access and potential
vulnerabilities. Additionally, its seamless integration with Microsoft
BitLocker Administration and Monitoring (MBAM) allows us to
enforce data encryption policies and monitor compliance
effortlessly, ensuring the ongoing security of client data. MECM's
oowerful reporting and analytics functionalities provide real-time
monitoring, enabling prompt identification and addressing of any
security or compliance issues that may arise in the client
environment. Leveraging MECM’s configuration baselines and
role-based access control (RBAC), we can establish a secure and
controlled environment for our clients, ensuring data integrity and
minimizing risks. With MECM, Zensar acquires a powerful toolset
to enhance the overall security posture and achieve complete
compliance for clients.
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MECM components for security and compliance

od Endpoint protection

Denotes security measures implemented to protect endpoint
devices, such as desktops, laptops, and mobile devices, which
connect to the network. Endpoint protection helps protect these
devices from security threats, including malware, ransomware,
and phishing attacks. MECM offers a range of endpoint protection
capabilities, including antimalware policies, firewall policies, and
device control policies.

= Antimalware policies
A crucial component of endpoint protection, these policies define
the rules that control how antimalware software, such as Windows
Defender, detects and responds to potential threats. MECM
enables organizations to configure and deploy antimalware
policies across their systems, ensuring that all devices are
orotected from potential threats.

=] Windows Defender
Windows Defender is a built-in antimalware solution that provides
real-time protection against potential threats. Windows Defender

s vital to Windows 10/11 and can be deployed and managed using
MECM. MECM enables organizations to configure and deploy
antimalware policies for Windows Defender, ensuring that all
systems are protected from potential threats. It provides a
centralized console for managing Windows Defender, enabling
the identification of potential issues and taking corrective action
quickly.

Patch management
MECM'’s patch management capabilities enable organizations to
automate patch deployment across their systems. It ensures that
all systems are up-to-date with the latest security patches,
reducing the risk of potential vulnerabilities being exploited
by cybercriminals.

A Firewall

A network security system that controls and monitors incoming
and outgoing network traffic. A robust firewall can help protect
systems from unauthorized access ad mitigate the risk of potential



security threats. MECM includes a built-in Windows Firewall with
Advanced Security (WFAS) feature that provides robust firewal
capabilities. WFAS offers advanced features such as rule-basec
filtering, packet filtering, and IPsec, enabling organizations to
customize firewall policies based on their needs.
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L MBAM

Microsoft BitLocker Administration and Monitoring is a
comprehensive solution for managing data encryption on
Windows devices. MABM enables organizations to enforce
encryption policies across their systems, ensuring that sensitive
data is protected from unauthorized access. MECM integrates
with MBAM, enabling organizations to manage and monitor
BitLocker encryption across their systems from a single console.
't includes policy enforcement, key recovery, and reporting
capabilities.

o Reporting and analytics

MECM includes reporting and analytics capabilities that enable
organizations to track and monitor their system’s security and
compliance posture. It includes real-time dashboards, alerts, and
customizable reports, enabling organizations to quickly identify
potential issues and take corrective action.

@ Configuration baselines

MECM'’s compliance management capabilities empower
organizations to enforce industry standards and regulations
through configuration baselines. MECM allows for the creation
and deployment of configuration baselines that assess the
compliance of devices against predefined rules and settings.
't enables proactive identification and remediation of
non-compliant configurations, reducing security risks and
Maintaining a consistent and controlled environment. With
configuration baselines, organizations can effectively manage
compliance across their infrastructure, enabling them to mitigate
vulnerabilities and adhere to regulatory frameworks.

‘ Role-based access control
MECM offers robust role-based access control capabilities that
enhance security and control within the platform. RBAC enables
organizations to assign specific roles and permissions to users
based on their responsibilities and job functions. This granular
access control ensures that users only have access to the
MECM-specific features and data relevant to their roles,
minimizing the risk of unauthorized actions or data breaches.
By implementing RBAC in MECM, organizations can maintain data
integrity, streamline operations, and protect sensitive information.



Enhance security and
compliance effortlessly

MECM's capabilities enhance security and compliance. It covers
essential areas such as endpoint protection, including
antimalware policies and Windows Defender, patch management,
and firewall configuration. MECM'’s integration with Microsoft
BitLocker Administration and Monitoring for encryption
management offers a significant advantage. Additionally,

MECM'’s reporting and analytics capabilities provide real-time
iNsights into system health and compliance status, while its
configuration of security baselines and role-based access control
ensure a secure and controlled environment. MECM thus delivers
high value for organizations seeking to optimize their security and
compliance measures.
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